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8 June 2000

Dear Sir,

COST ACTION 345: PROCEDURES REQUIRED FOR
ASSESSING HIGHWAY STRUCTURES

In recognition of the vital importance of inspection, assessment and maintenance to
the well being of the highway infrastructure, the above COST Action was set up to
gather, analyse and disseminate information on such activities across Europe.
(Information on COST can be obtained from http://www.netmaniacs.com/cost/ and
for this particular COST Action from http://www.zag.si/cost345/ and also from the
Appendix to the attachment.)

COST 345 was initiated on 29 April 1999, and to date 14 countries have signed the
Memorandum of Understanding for the Action. Its first objective is to gather
information on the age and condition of the stock of the more common types of
highway structure in Europe: the results from this questionnaire are of particular
importance because they underpin much of what will follow in the Action. To
achieve this objective a questionnaire has been drawn up - a copy of which is
attached. Information is sought for structures on the whole road network, i.e. it is not
restricted to motorways, principal roads etc.

On behalf of the COST Management Committee, you are cordially invited to
complete the questionnaire for your particular country or region. We trust that you, or
your colleagues, are able to provide us with the information requested. We fully
understand the magnitude of the task, but there would seem to be no other way of
obtaining a realistic value for the stock of highway structures in Europe. If you have
any queries or require further information please do not hesitate to contact me
directly. Further copies of the questionnaire can be provided.

Yours sincerely
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Dr Ken Brady
Chairman of COST 345
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